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Welcome to all members 
of our school community.  The college 
newsletter,  The Times, will be published each month 
via compass.  We have had a very positive start to the year with 
students engaged in a variety of learning programs across the school. It was 
wonderful to see our Year 7 students taking part in a dedicated transition program which 
provides students with the support they need to ensure a successful start at Pascoe Vale 
Girls College. 

At Pascoe Vale Girls College, we are committed to providing students with the opportunity 
to succeed as learners and as confident and competent citizens who can make a  
valuable contribution to a global society, underpinned by the values of Respect, Diversity 
and Achievement.
2020 will see the consolidation of policies, programs and systems developed to enhance 
teaching and learning and provide further opportunities for students to experience success. 
The academic program at the college is supported by a relevant and contemporary  
co-curricular program with student accomplishments recognised and celebrated across a 
range of endeavours.
Students will be presented with challenges; both intellectual and physical which will enhance 
their learning experience and prepare them for a future as citizens in a global community.

We recognise the important role that both parents and schools play in developing positive 
attitudes towards learning and education for children, building their motivation and  
confidence and fostering their enjoyment of learning. At Pascoe Vale Girls College this 
partnership, based on mutual trust and respect and shared responsibility, provides the 
educational foundation for the creation of a learning environment where every student can 
experience success, pursue their passions and contribute to their community. 

NEW STAFF
I would like to welcome the following staff to the College:
Lisa Santomartino: Sub School Leader – Middle School, LOTE and EAL teacher
Elizabeth Edwards: Positive Climate for Learning Leader, Psychology teacher
Thalia Gregoriou: Business Management teacher
Samantha Rao: House Mentor, Product Design and Technology teacher
Lisa Djemil: Reception
Alex Cooke: Attendance and Pathways support
Nadia Lettieri – Library 
Leona Griffiths – First Aid 

COLLEGE CAPTAINS & STUDENT LEADERS
I am pleased to introduce Milly Combridge and Mia Gagliardi, College Captains for 2020 
to our school community. Milly and Mia will be wonderful ambassadors for our school and 
have already represented the student body at our welcome assembly for Year 7 students. I 
will be having regular meetings with our College Captains to seek their input and feedback 
from students throughout the year.  Congratulations to all of our 2020 House Captains 
who are listed in this edition of The Times.

COLLEGE COUNCIL 2020
The first meeting of the 2020 College Council will be held on March 10. Thank you to par-
ents who nominated this year. We look forward to your contribution at council and valued 
input into the future direction of our school.
Our student representatives who will continue in 2020 are Minaal Shahid, Year 9 and Sofia 
Penco, Year 12. 

6 March International  
Women’s Day

11 March Yr 7 Immunisation
13 March Progress Reports 
16 March Swimming Sports

18-20 March Yr 9 Camp
24 March Parent Teacher  

Interviews 
27 March Last day of term 1

Year 7 Induction

Milly Combridge & Mia Gagliardi - College Captains

MS PEDDLE’S MESSAGE

Ms Peddle’s Message

House Update

 Youth of the Year

College Captain Introduction

Curriculum Update

St John Ambulance Youth Program

Junior School Update

Middle School Update

Senior School Update 

Art Update



SELECT ENTRY ACCELERATED LEARNING PROGRAM 2021 
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
SEAL provides personalised teaching and learning through a program that meets the needs 
of gifted and talented learners. The program provides stimulating learning experiences that 
challenge, extend and develop the gifts and talents of students by offering acceleration and 
enrichment. The SEAL program at Pascoe Vale Girls College offers a faster paced curricu-
lum with no repetition and the opportunity to study concepts in greater depth. There is a 
greater emphasis on higher order thinking and learning skills and independent learning and 
research.

Applying for the SEAL Program at Pascoe Vale Girls College - Year 7 Entry 2021

Download and submit the SEAL Program Application Form from the College  
website: www.pvgc.vic.edu.au 

Contact for SEAL at Pascoe Vale Girls College:
Dani Bedohazy 
Assistant Principal
93062544

PROGRESS REPORTS
Progress Reports will be available via Compass on Friday 13 March. 
For Year 7 parents, the first progress reports for 2020 will also be posted to families with 
explanatory notes. Teachers will report on a student’s Achievement, effort, Homework and 
Organisation, and Classroom Behaviour during each 6 to 7 week reporting period using 
the descriptors: Excellent, Very Good, good, acceptable or Needs Attention. This regular 
reporting will enable parents to track their child’s progress across the semester and provide 
a framework for conversations regarding learning and work practices. Please contact the 
college if you require support to access Compass or your child’s Sub School regarding 
Progress Reports.

PARENT TEACHER-INTERVIEWS TERM 1
Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday 24 March from 1.00 – 7.30pm. Bookings 
can be made via Compass. Parents are encouraged to bring their child to interviews. Fur-
ther information will be made available prior to the interviews. 

We welcome parents and guardians to contact the college regarding your child’s educational 
program, wellbeing or any college events for 2020. The first of the whole school programs 
for the year will be the college swimming carnival to be held on March 16. This will be the 
inaugural House event for 2020 where we will celebrate individual and House achievement 
with students eagerly anticipating which House will take out the trophy. 

HOUSE UPDATE 
Welcome to a new year of earning points for your house! I know that Alberti, Cowan and 
Melba are keen to stop Wake House from earning a second victory in a row! For those 
of you who are new to the school the houses are: Alberti (yellow), Cowan (green), Melba 
(blue) and Wake (red). These names were voted on by you, the students, and put into place 
in 2019.

Alberti House is named after Susan Alberti (1947-) who is a businesswoman and  
philanthropist in Melbourne. After the death of her daughter to Type I diabetes, she has  
contributed significantly to juvenile diabetes research and founded ‘Walk for a Cure’ which 
has raised more than thirty million dollars. Known as ‘The Footy Lady’, she was Vice- 
President of the Western Bulldogs football club and was instrumental in introducing the AFL 
Women’s Competition in 2017. The House Mentor for Alberti House is Ms. Rao. 

Edith Dircksey Cowan OBE (1861-1932) is most well-known for being the first  
Australian woman elected to serve as a member of Parliament, in West Perth between 1921 
and 1924. She was an outspoken advocate for women’s and children’s rights; campaigning 
for women’s suffrage and lobbying for the creation of the Children’s Court in Australia. She 
was a magistrate and a Justice of the Peace and helped to establish the state branch of the 
National Council of women. She accomplished all of this while raising five children. She has 
been honoured for her accomplishments by being immortalised on the fifty dollar note. The 
House Mentor for Cowan House is Ms. McFarlene.

Dame Nellie Melba (1861-1931) is the namesake for Melba House, although she was born 
with the name Helen Porter Mitchell. As an international opera star, she adopted the stage 
name ‘Melba’ to honour her hometown of Melbourne. After modest success in Australia, she 
studied in Paris. She then became well-known in Europe, America and Australia for  
mastering a small number of operatic roles. She frequently returned home to Australia 
where she established a music school, which became part of the Melbourne  
Conservatorium. You may recognise her from the Australian one hundred dollar note. The 
House Mentor for Melba House is Ms. Gowers. 

Wake House has been named to honour the efforts of Nancy Grace Augusta Wake who 
was a secret agent during WWII. Born in New Zealand, but raised in Sydney from the age of 
two years, she began her working life as a nurse, then sought training as a journalist in New 
York. After marrying in France, Wake joined the French Resistance helping people to escape 
from the Germans and quickly became an enemy of the Gestapo. The Germans offered a 
five million franc reward for her capture. Wake often parachuted behind enemy lines, and 
saved many lives through her leadership, courage and organisation. The House Mentor for 
Wake House is Ms. Perry. 

A big welcome to our new Year 12 House Captains for 2020:
Alberti: Amy Williams & Nessryn Tabiaat
Cowan: Stephanie Weerasingha & Lily Turner
Melba: Nadia Zermaine & Georgia Marriage
Wake: Sofia Penco & Amy Pecchiar

Applications have been received and interviews have been conducted for Years 7-11 House 
Leaders. Everyone who submitted an application has earnt house points for their house. 
Well done! Your Leaders for 2020 are listed on the next page.

New student morning tea



Congratulations to the new House Leaders and House Captains for 2020. If you are  
considering being a leader please put in an application next year! This is not a role that 
requires high academic achievement. Rather, you should be an approachable, reliable and 
trustworthy individual who is able to inspire others. Your daily tasks will involve talking with 
other students, working in a team to organise events and motivating others to participate in 
these events and clubs.

This year you will have the opportunity to earn points in a variety of ways including:
• Participating in both land and water events at the rescheduled Swimming Carnival.
• Demonstrating the school values both in and out of the classroom.
• Participating in clubs, lunchtime events and tournaments hosted by the House Captains 

and Leaders.
• Demonstrating improved behaviour and effort in class.
• Going above and beyond what is expected

The first House Assemblies for the year were held on Wednesday the 12th of February 
and were a resounding success to inform students about the upcoming Swimming Carnival 
and practice our House Cheers to win the Cheer Battle at the Swimming Carnival - a new 
opportunity to earn house points in 2020!

Keep an eye out for different house events, clubs and tournaments throughout the year!

YOUTH OF THE YEAR
During February, seven of our Year 12 leaders participated in the Lions Youth of the Year 
program. The competition involves an interview with a panel of judges, discussing the 
student’s interests and community involvement, and a dinner event where students give 
a five-minute prepared speech and respond to two impromptu questions around current 
events. Questions asked included “Some commentators say that Melbourne is becoming too 
large and overpopulated. What is your view on this?” and “Should Melbourne have a rail link 
to the airport?”.

Mia Gagliardi, Georgia Marriage and Lily Turner competed with the Lions Club of Coburg 
on Tuesday the 11th of February. Mia Gagliardi was named winner of the public speaking 
section and of the overall competition and will continue to the next round, to be held on 
Sunday 15th of March. 
Mia will be joined by Sofia Penco, who was named the overall winner on the evening hosted 
by the Lions Club of Essendon. Sofia and Nessryn Tabiaat went up against a St Bernard’s 
student on Tuesday 18th of February.
Milly Combridge and Nadia Zermane Dit Zermaki competed with the Lions Club of  
Glenroy on Thursday 20th of February. Milly won the public speaking award for her  
prepared speech.  
 
On all occasions, the girls responded to challenging impromptu questions eloquently and 
impressed the judges with their prepared speeches. The hosts and judges were full of praise 
for the student’s performance and how they carried themselves. 
 
Students were supported in their preparations by Mr Rob McDowell. 
Congratulations girls on representing yourselves and our school very well. 

Ms Gowers – Student Leadership Coordinator

Yr 7 Yr 8 Yr 9 Yr 10 Yr 11

Alberti: 
Haania  
Mubeen & 
Eesha Fatima

Rabia Javed 
&
Siena Grant

Minaal  
Shahid & 
Berin  
Koldere

Grace Davies 
& Tara 
Ainsworth

Rihaam Shahid & 
Hannah Villanueva

Cowan:
Helena  
Kurian & 
Rawan Chyad

Chloe 
Galinato & 
Gloria Joby

Izem Sazak 
& Kim Tran

Geetanshika 
Sharma & 
Nikta  
Derakhshani

Abeer Parveen & 
Hagar Kbayter

Melba: 
Olive Bovell &  
Meharpreet 
Kaur

Binadie 
Jayasinghe 
& Kisandi 
Gunasekara

Ann Maria 
Sarish &
Adrienne 
Barwick

Chamathna 
Gunawardena 
& Dashti Patel

Baria Faraj & 
Noora Lami

Wake: 
Jale Yalcin & 
Elise  
Keles-huseyin

Jaspreet  
Singh &  
Fatima Syed

Mikayla 
Borg & 
Zehra 
Altindal

Mah Noor 
Umar & 
Jasleen Sandu

Vinduna  
Lokugalappaththi 
& Gabi  
Carvalho



COLLEGE CAPTAIN INTRODUCTION
Mia Gagliardi
Quote: “Human greatness does not lie in wealth or power but in character and goodness” 
--Anne Frank
Subjects: English, Psychology, Health & Human Development, Chemistry & Mathematical 
Methods.
Future goals: In the future I hope to attend Melbourne University, and study a bachelor of 
biomedicine, since I love learning about human structure and function.  I also want to travel 
the world and possibly study abroad as well. 

Milly Combridge
Quote: “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it’s 
not” – The Lorax
Subjects: English, Mathematical Methods, Food Studies, Music & Chemistry. 
Future goals: I’m hoping to become a marine biologist or to be a paramedic and I really 
want to be able to make a change in the world for people that need it. Even though these 
fields are vastly different I know that I will still follow my passion for both no matter what 
path I take, just like I would recommend to others. 

CURRICULUM UPDATE 
LEARNING MODEL
Our school uses an instructional model to guide Teaching and Learning at the college. Our Learning Model is informed by current educational 
research with teachers and students sharing responsibility to achieve positive learning outcomes. The Learning Model is a framework that all 
teachers follow to provide consistency and predictability to students to support their learning. 
Staff continue to participate in ongoing professional learning linked to the Learning Model in order to ensure that it is fully embedded across 
the school. Recently staff have reflected on their feedback practices, which is linked to all stages of the Learning Model. Furthermore, they have 
participated in workshops to further develop Success Criteria and plan for feedback and reflection.
If you have any questions or would like to find out more about the Learning Model or teacher professional learning at the college please  
contact Dani Bedohazy (Assistant Principal).

PROGRESS REPORTS
Progress Reports are issued 3 times per semester at 6-7 week intervals. Students receive feedback on their progress in each subject in regards 
to their achievement and work practices including organisation, effort and behaviour. Throughout the semester students and parents/ guardians 
will be able to easily track their progress, make adjustments as required and seek support if needed to improve their future learning.
Progress Reports will be published for all year levels on the following Fridays in Semester 1:
  •  13th March
  •  8th May
  •  26th June
Students and parents can access the Progress Reports through the Reports tab on the Compass portal. If you do not currently have access to 
Compass please contact the school to organise.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCE 

ENGAGE AND EXPLORE 

REVIEW AND REFLECT 

 

         Our Learning Model   

Pascoe Vale Girls College provides a safe and supportive learning environment that encourages all students to succeed. Our Learning Model 
is informed by current educational research with teachers and students sharing responsibility to achieve positive learning outcomes. 

 

Students: 

 

 

Respect  Diversity  Achievement 

Teachers: 

 Present purpose for learning with written 
learning intentions 

 Access students’ prior knowledge 
 Stimulate interest and curiosity 
 

 Explain success criteria 
 Present knowledge and skills 
 Develop literacy and numeracy skills 
 Provide opportunity for students to apply 

knowledge and skills through guided and 
independent learning 

 Provide feedback to support learning 
 

 Summarise learning: link to learning 
intention, success criteria and future 
learning 

 

 Record and understand learning intentions 
 Reflect on and share prior knowledge 

 

 Understand success criteria 
 Actively engage and participate in learning 

activities 
 Seek and act on feedback to improve 

learning 

 

 Reflect on learning intention, success 
criteria and link to future learning 

 

ST JOHN AMBULANCE YOUTH PROGRAM
The St. John Ambulance Youth program runs weekly at Pascoe Vale Girls College. The 
program provides students with important first aid skills that may help save a life. Whilst 
the emphasis is on first aid students also develop leadership and social skills through the 
programs and activities St John has to offer. But most of all being a St John Youth Member is 
about having fun!
In the Youth program students can:
•  form new friendships with other young people in St. John Ambulance
• Join others in team activities
• give time and effort to help others in the community by volunteering as first aiders at
• major events such as AFL and Australian Open
• experience a sense of achievement through personal success and community service
• learn about accepting responsibility by mentoring and teaching first aid to other St. 

John members and the school community
• get involved with St. John camps
• participate in the State First Aid competitions



The following Youth leaders of the St. John Ambulance program are all ex PVGC students 
and now studying to become health professionals. These leaders assist with planning and 
running our first aid training sessions at the school. We are so grateful for all they do for 
the St. John Ambulance program!

Renee Toscas – Divisional Officer
Brooke Robinson – Youth Leader
Gabriella Iocco-  Youth Leader
Taylah Murray – Youth Leader
Zoe King – Youth Leader
Anastasia Drapaniotis – Adult member

Congratulations to Nessryn Tabiaat and Milly Combridge on being appointed Youth  
Leaders for Pascoe Vale Division. Well done!
Find out more about our school’s St. John Ambulance youth program by contacting the 
school nurse, Diana Di Lisio (Mon and Tues).

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY -  
CALLING ALL BAKERS
Our St. John Ambulance members will hold a cake stall on International Womens Day, Friday, 
March 6th.  We are seeking donations of cupcakes, cake pops, slices, biscuits etc. to be sold 
at the cake stall.  Please no nut products and no baked goods that require refrigeration.   All 
baked goods must be labelled with all ingredients.  This year the money raised from the cake 
stall will be given to White Ribbon Australia.
Many thanks,
Diana Di Lisio
College Nurse

JUNIOR SCHOOL
YEAR 7 INDUCTION EVENING 

It is important for Pascoe Vale Girls College to welcome its newest students to the College 
and to make them feel settled and at home.  This process is begun on the very first day 
when the Year 7 cohort attends an assembly with the Year 12 students.  At this assembly, 
which this year was attended by a good number of parents, each new Year 7 form is wel-
comed personally by a Year 12 student with a shake of the hand and a small gift of ribbon in 
the College colours and with the College name which they can pin to their school uniform.
The second and more formal part of the welcoming process took place this year in the  
College Auditorium and was very well attended by parents and families.  Each class of 
students was welcomed into the Auditorium by Ms Peddle, received a handshake and a 
College badge from the College Principal before lining up facing the audience and receiving 
a well-deserved round of applause.  This process was completed for each of the seven forms 
who then went outside into the quadrangle for photographs.
The parents were addressed by four Year 8 students, Amelie Fitzpatrick, Chloe Galinato, 
Fizza Irfan and Siena Grant on the importance of participating in the available College  
extra-curricular.  They stressed the belief that the more a student puts into her school life, 
the more she is likely to get out of it.
Year 7 cohort of 2020: welcome to Pascoe Vale Girls College.  We look forward to your 
contributions to College life at Pascoe Vale.  We salute you for your future efforts, your 
future learning and your future successes in all areas of College life.

Mr Philip Howells
Head of Junior School

MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE
It has been a positive start to the school year! Our students in Year 9 and 10 have made a 
great start to the year, flawlessly embracing the state wide mobile phone policy and  
mastering the new combination locks.  Walking around the school and visiting various  
classes I have noticed a general buzz and an enthusiasim to settle into Term 1 ready to make 
the most of the many opportunities available at Pascoe Vale Girls College. A huge thank 
you to Year 9’s and Year 10’s for making me feel welcome and at home. I look forward to 
working with you this year!
Elisabeth Santomartino
Middle Years Leader

SENIOR SCHOOL UPDATE
FRIDAY FUN DAY
On Friday, the senior school host Fun Day Friday’s for the Year Eleven and Twelve students 
as a way of cooling off for the week and ending it on a blast! Every Friday the Senior School 
organise activities that run during lunchtime to enhance our wellbeing and allow us to earn 
valuable house points.  
On Friday 7th February, the students were invited to a picnic on the oval where they could 
sit with friends, listen to music, chat and meet new people. The Senior School coordinators 
and our teachers walked around the oval talking to students whilst also handing out  
delicious cupcakes for everyone to snack on. Additionally, the students were also given icy 
poles to help survive the summer day! Seeing all the senior students gathered around the 
oval on their picnic blankets having a good time, created a positive atmosphere that radiated 
onto everyone. 
Our most recent Fun Day Friday consisted of playing tonnes of fun party games! On the hot 
summer day, the senior school teachers hosted another brilliant afternoon that  
consisted of our senior students competing in several games to win points for their house 
team. The games: pop the balloon, egg and spoon race, tug of war and Frisbee throwing 
created a huge competitive vibe between the students, but it was all worth it! To help live 
through the day, the students and teachers had zooper doopers and made sure to have 
enough fun to distract themselves from all the heat. Earlier in the day, the year twelve  
students were given their new 2020 year twelve hoodies which made the oval look  
complete with the new look for our senior students. Next Friday the senior school staff 
are hosting a meditation and relaxation lesson with mindful colouring to help students learn 
new techniques in coping with stress and the future of year eleven and twelve. 
Steph Weerasingha



GLOBAL POLITICS
On Wednesday 26th February, the Year 12 Global Politics class attended the ‘Global Actors 
- Global Challenges’ workshop event at La Trobe University, Bundoora. The day featured a 
morning lecture by Dr Rebecca Strating (Senior Lecturer in Politics and International  
Relations) on thinking critically about global politics and applying theories to relevant 
contemporary case studies. This was followed by a Q&A panel discussion featuring current 
students and alumni from the University.

Students then attended two workshops - one on Human Rights and one on Climate 
Change - which developed their knowledge on these important aspects of the course and 
also challenged them to respond to various thematic questions. Members of the class spoke 
very confidently about their own learning and their personal perspectives about these 
issues.

The excursion coincided with O-Week at the University and, during the lunch break,  
students were able to experience some aspects of university life that no doubt awaits many 
of them next year. It was a great day out and our students engaged with the content and 
challenges of the day extremely well.

Mr McDowell

I BELONG - RMIT EXCURSION
It’s one thing to say that you have a goal; it’s another to really act on it.
Visiting RMIT’s City campus on Tuesday with the entire Year 11 cohort was an extremely 
enlightening experience. The “I Belong” program opened our eyes to aspects that we could 
improve about ourselves, specifically those that we may never have considered before. 
Through various workshops, we were able to gain affirmation from university students and 
professors about preconceptions and queries in regard to life during tertiary education. 
These workshops included: Study Skills, Memory Skills, Steer Your Career, Activator, Time 
Management and Managing Stress.
I personally decided to participate in the Study Skills and Time Management workshops.  
Attending the Study Skills workshop saw students learning how to take notes on a lecture 
and flying paper aeroplanes across the room to exchange burning questions about  
university. A question answered that I considered to be distinctly helpful was: How can I find 
the perfect course for me? Our professor elaborated on the fact that, whilst RMIT gives 
us great opportunities to explore the university’s facilities, this also gives us a chance to 
ponder over a course to pursue. The best course may not be accommodated for in RMIT 
(particularly those that do not have a focus on design and technology), but this is dependent 
on the student’s needs; not on the university’s self-interest.
The Time Management workshop, on the other hand, allowed students to discover how 
much free time we have – on average – per day. This free time would cater to completing 
homework, relaxing and spending time with family. Through a series of equations, I ended up 
calculating that the duration of my free time per day is approximately 7 hours. Not only did 
this make me do a double take, but it also made me reconsider the time I spend putting off 
my work and… procrastinating.
Programs that RMIT provide to SNAP (Schools Network Access Program) schools, such 
as PVGC, enable aspiring tertiary students to deliberate over pathways suited to their 
interests and future ambitions. The “I Belong” program was extremely worthwhile and kept 
students engaged in beneficial activities. A motivating sentence from our Study Skills teacher 
has stuck with me: ‘The most important thing about education is learning how to learn.’

Hannah Villanueva

ARTS UPDATE 
2020 ARTS SHOWCASE 
2020 will be a big year for the Arts at Pascoe Vale Girls College. This year many students are 
studying a Visual or Performing Arts subject such as Creations, Studio Art, Drama, 
Multimedia, Music or Visual Communication and Design. Already students have begun 
working on their research tasks and folios whereby they respond to different artworks or 
performance pieces, experiment and explore with different materials and techniques,  
develop their use of visual language, learn about design elements and principles and finally, 
design and develop their final works.

Towards the end of Term Two this year, Year 7 to 10 Arts students will have their final art 
works displayed and have the opportunity to perform Music and Drama pieces in the 
Pascoe Vale Girls College Art Showcase. 
Here students will be able to proudly display their artwork and conduct performances. We 
hope to see family and friends attend to support students and celebrate the Arts at the 
college.

Further details regarding the Showcase will be provided in upcoming editions of The Times. 

Tara Scuderi 
Arts Learning Area Leader 
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