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The Year 9
program
Introduction
This booklet is a resource for

The Arts electives are:

students and parents/guardians

Creations

outlining the Year 9 program at

Digital Photography

Pascoe Vale Girls College.

Drama
Multimedia

The Year 9 program is made up of

Music

core and elective subjects.

Studio Arts

Core subjects

The Technology electives are:

English or EAL (5 periods)

Around the World in Food

Mathematics (5 periods)

Cafe Culture

Humanities (4 periods)

Computer Science

Science (3 periods)

Fashion and Design

Health (2 periods)

Information Technology for

Physical Education (2 periods)

Business
Munch and Crunch

Elective subjects

STEM

Students will complete six
electives throughout the year,

Other electives are:

three each semester

Arabic

Each elective has 3 periods per

French

week

Italian

Students are required to choose at

Japanese

least one elective from the The

Outdoor Education

Arts Learning Area and one

Psychology

elective from the Technology

Science Around Us

Learning Area (including Food
subjects)
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Core subjects
English

Mathematics

The course covers the three modes
of language: writing, speaking and
listening, and reading and viewing.
Students study a variety of texts
which may include novels, poetry,
short stories and non-print texts.
Responses to texts are creative,
persuasive, analytical and
comparative. Students write for a
variety of purposes and audiences.
Students are expected to
demonstrate a mastery of the writing
process, through the presentation of
refined and well drafted pieces. Oral
activities and presentations, both
group and individual, are integrated
into all parts of the course. Students
are encouraged to develop
collaborative learning and higher
order thinking skills through their
participation in the City Experience
Program. The students also
participate in a wider reading
program which enables them to
develop and extend their literacy
skills.

Students will develop skills and
knowledge across content strands.

EAL
This is English for those students
who have been living in Australia for
less than seven years. Students in
EAL receive targeted support to help
them in their English study.

Number and Algebra:
Arithmetic computations and
applications to financial
mathematics
Transposing and simplifying
algebraic expressions
Sketching linear relationships and
simple non-linear relations
Measurement and Geometry:
Area of composite shapes, surface
area and volume
Application of Pythagoras’
Theorem and the trigonometric
ratios
Use of ratio and scale factors in
similar figures
Statistics and Probability:
Probabilities of events
Represent data appropriately for
statistical analysis
Across these content areas, students
are provided opportunity to develop
their capacity for mathematical
reasoning and problem solving in
both abstract and real-world
contexts.
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Core subjects
Humanities

Science

This subj ect covers a diverse range of
Humanities units giving students a taste
of History, Geography, Civics and
Economics, developing skills for further
studies in these fields.

The focus is on explaining phenomena
involving science and its applications.
Students consider both classic and
contemporary science contexts to
explain the operation of systems at a
range of scales.

Semester one focuses on Modern
History. The Industrial Revolution was a
time of dramatic change and
technological advancement leading to
many of the technologies we take for
granted today. These technologies had a
huge impact on the death and
destruction of WWI, the war to end all
wars, or was it? Further, to this students
will examine the Federation of Australia.
In term three students will travel around
the world as they explore the underlying
causes of food insecurity. They learn
why deserts are expanding whilst forests
are shrinking, and why some countries
waste food while others starve. What can
we do to save our planet and protect our
food security?
Term four gives students a brief taste of
Civics and Economics as they head
towards careers in Law, Politics and
Business Management.

At a microscopic scale students consider
the following:
the atom as a system of protons,
electrons and neutrons
matter can be rearranged through
chemical change
atomic theory is used to understand
relationships within the periodic table
of elements
magnets interact
At a macroscopic scale students
consider the following:
ways in which the human body as a
system responds to its external
environment
the interdependencies between biotic
and abiotic components of ecosystems
energy transfer and the conservation
of matter in a variety of contexts
magnets are used in the generation of
electricity and the operation of
motors
the design and operation of circuits
and the concepts of voltage and
current
the relationships between aspects of
the living, physical and chemical
world on a local and global scale
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Core subjects

Health
Health Education examines a range
of factors that affect health and
wellbeing in individuals and the
community. It develops the
knowledge and skills that promote
healthy growth, effective
relationships and the safety and
wellbeing of individuals.
Students participate in discussion,
analysis, decision making and
evaluation of various health issues
including:
Physical, emotional, mental, social
and spiritual health and wellbeing
Lifestyle diseases
Body image and self-esteem
Risk taking - drugs and alcohol
Respectful relationships and
sexual health

Physical Education
Students will measure their own
fitness level and maintain regular
participation in moderate to
vigorous physical activity. They will
develop skills and participate in a
range of sports and activities.

Fitness activities may include:
a fitness assessment
aerobics
power walking
cycling
weight and circuit training
Court sports may include:
netball
basketball
European handball
volleyball
Bats and sticks may include:
tennis
lacrosse
hockey
softball
cricket
badminton
Football codes may include:
soccer
rugby
touch football
Australian Rules Football
Students will combine motor skills,
strategic thinking and tactical
knowledge to improve individual and
team performance.
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The Arts
electives
Creations
This course focuses on using visual
interest in creativity and in using a
range of materials to create original
art works. Creations offers students
a unique opportunity to experiment
with and explore a range of
materials, techniques and processes
to create innovative and creative art
works such as:
Mosaic art
Wire art
Beaded bookmarks
Recycling various items into art
Decorative plates
Fabric art on canvas
Decorative key chains
Decoupage
Dream catchers

Digital Photography
Students are given the opportunity
to explore different means of
expression through digital
photography and digital imaging. The
class may select from various
photographic themes and refine
imaging techniques to produce a
folio of artworks. A variety of
approaches and techniques will be
investigated.

Students will be given the
opportunity to experiment with and
learn about numerous imaging tools
and applications such as:
Canon digital SLR cameras and
lenses
Professional industry software Adobe Photoshop, Adobe
Lightroom
Students will research how and why
artists use photographic techniques
as a means of personal expression or
means of communication. Students
will discuss, analyse, interpret, and
compare works of relevant artists
and will be asked to respond
analytically.
Students are expected to plan,
design and complete artworks
exploring the various ideas and
media presented. They need to
maintain a visual diary recording
their experiences, design processes
and notes on relevant artists and
their works.
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The Arts
electives
Drama

Multimedia

Drama aims to nurture students'
imagination, creativity and
knowledge of themselves and the
world in which we live. It further
extends students' confidence in
themselves and an appreciation of
the contributions made and the
talents of others. Students develop
their work through constructive
criticism, aesthetic appreciation and
responses to each other's
contribution, ideas and performance
work.

This course will enable students to
develop skills in designing for a
range of specific audiences and
working with audio, graphics, motion
graphics and 2D animation. The
successful completion of this subject
will support students entering
further studies and enhancing
opportunities for educational
pathways such as in the visual arts
and technologies.

Students study the following:
Ensemble work - caricature and
stereotype based on the theme of
‘comedy’
Solo performance - this area gives
the students an opportunity to
practice solo performance skills
and gain confidence in performing
outside a group situation
Melodrama - this unit of work
looks at melodrama and its
characters

Music
Music aims to engage students in
music making and musical
appreciation. Year 9 Music builds on
the skills and knowledge covered in
the previous years of study. Students
work in small groups to develop the
skill of working together to play
music. Songs are chosen in
collaboration with the teacher and
students engage in a public
performance of completed songs.
Music covered during the year
includes pop, blues, rock, funk,
world music, jazz alternative as well
as classical.
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The Arts
electives
Students focus their learning on the
following areas during the semester:
Vocal and instrumental
performance
The study of past and present
musical styles
Music technology
Music theory and general
musicianship
Analytical listening and music
appreciation
Collaboration with other musicians
in a group

Studio Arts
Students have the opportunity to
develop and explore ideas, concepts
and themes in art works. Students
will be given the opportunity to
develop drawing skills using pencil,
charcoal ink and pastel. In painting,
students will be able to create a
canvas using acrylic and oil paint.
Some of the tasks include:
Still life drawing
Portrait painting on canvas
Water colour and Ink
Gouache
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Technology
electives
Around the World in Food

Café Culture

This subject explores the safe and
hygienic preparation and production
of food with a specific focus on the
culturally diverse foods available
within Australia.

This subject covers the safe and
hygienic preparation and production
of café foods and beverages.
Students will explore ‘casual eating’
food trends, nutritional menu
development and design, and the
environmental, ethical, social and
economic impacts of foods,
beverages and ‘takeaway’ packaging.

Whilst exploring multicultural foods,
students will build upon a variety of
simple and complex processes
established in Year 8 Food
Technology, with a focus on the
diversity of global flavours, textures,
aromas, food appeal and
appropriateness.
Topics investigated include:
Culture and tradition represented
through food
Religious food practices and their
significance
Daily meals and dietary patterns
The impact of immigration on the
Australian diet
Consequences to nutrition, health
and wellbeing
Indigenous Australian foods and
their use in contemporary cooking
Multicultural food trends and food
fusion

Students will also have the
opportunity to develop the
necessary skills and knowledge of a
barista (professional coffee maker).
Whilst focusing on café cuisine,
students will build upon a variety of
simple and complex processes
established in Year 8 Food
Technology, with a special focus on
baked sweets and savouries.
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Technology
electives
Computer Science
Students will learn about the
fundamental concepts underpinning
all forms of computer programming,
using web design and programming
as a medium. Students work in HTML
and CSS to construct websites and
then use PHP (a general-purpose
programming language) to add
interactivity to their websites. This
course is suited to students with
interest in either design, or
programming or both. Students also
create a 2-D game using Game Maker
Language consisting of movement
and re-spawning. It is the perfect
precursor to Year 10 Computer
Science, and VCE Computing,
including Software Development.

Fashion and Design
Students will learn how to design,
plan and produce an item of
clothing. They will also learn how to
use a sewing machine, appropriate
equipment and tools to successfully
complete their designed product.
Students self-evaluate the
effectiveness of their work and
design by investigating the strengths
and limitations of a variety of tools,

processes and materials used. They
learn to prepare a design proposal
and research and consider
appropriate materials. Selfmotivated, creative and practical
students will find a great outlet for
their abilities in this subject.

Information Technology for
Business
This course teaches the IT skills
needed to successfully operate a
small business. These include some
graphic design software used to
generate a corporate identity, web
design software used to promote a
business, office software used for
communicating effectively with
suppliers and clients and keeping
records and analysing data. Students
will also develop simple accounting
skills with spreadsheet software. The
focus of the course is on the realworld use of software and on
developing skills that will be of use
in a variety of workplaces, as either
a business owner or employee.
Students will develop a portfolio of
resources for a chosen business.
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Technology
electives
Munch and Crunch

STEM

This subject covers the safe and
hygienic preparation and production
of food, with a specific focus on
nutrition. Students explore the
functions and interactions of
nutrients in the human body and the
impact of nutrient deficiencies and
excesses on health and wellbeing.

This subject is designed to engage
young women in project-based
learning in order to facilitate the
making of real world connections to
the contexts across the four
disciplines of STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics).

Students have an opportunity to
analyse recipes and contemporary
diet and food trends and develop
solutions for improved nutrition.
Students will investigate the impact
of advertising, marketing and
nutritional claims on food choice
and the capacity of individuals to
make dietary change.

Students will develop their critical
and creative thinking skills by posing
questions and exploring solutions.
They will plan and design a project
using technology in a range of ways
to enhance and deepen their
understanding. Opportunities for
reflection, feedback, and
modifications will be provided
through various stages in the
project. Teachers will play a crucial
role in framing questions and
guiding students to think and frame
their thoughts and devise possible
solutions as they work
mathematically, scientifically and
technologically to solve problems
which present themselves.

Whilst exploring nutritious foods,
students will build upon a variety of
simple and complex processes
established in Year 8 Food
Technology, with a focus on tasty,
appealing and contemporary options.
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Other
electives
Arabic

French

Languages are year-long electives so will
count for TWO of your elective choices.

Languages are year-long electives so will
count for TWO of your elective choices.

Learners use Arabic to communicate
and interact, exchange information,
express and justify opinions, plan,
negotiate and solve problems. They
access and evaluate information
from a range of sources, and present
ideas and views from a range of
perspectives in different formats and
contexts and for particular
audiences. Learners use appropriate
pronunciation, rhythm and
intonation in communication and
interaction, and apply accurate
spelling and punctuation in a range
of written texts. They gain greater
control of grammatical elements,
such as word order, a range of
tenses, conditional and subjunctive
moods, embedded clauses,
imperative forms, and vocative case.
They analyse text more critically,
identifying how language choices
reflect perspectives and meaning in
a range of texts, and developing
their understanding of the
relationship between context,
purpose and audience. Learners
discuss the relationship between
language, culture and identity,
exploring in more depth the concept
of being bilingual and bicultural.

Learners use French to communicate
and interact with peers, teachers
and other French speakers. They
reference the accuracy of their
language use against a stronger
frame of grammatical and systems
knowledge. Learners engage with a
range of language-learning texts and
support materials, such as
textbooks, videos, apps, media texts
and online materials.Learners
recognise and approximate the
pronunciation, rhythm and
intonation patterns of more
extended phrases and compound
sentences. They gain more control of
grammatical and textual elements.
Learners analyse text more
critically, identifying how language
choices reflect perspectives and
shape meaning. They explore the
reciprocal nature of intercultural
communication: how moving
between different languages and
cultural systems impacts on the
learner’s ways of thinking and
behaving; and how successful
communication requires flexibility,
awareness and openness to
alternative ways.
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Other
electives
Italian

Japanese

Languages are year-long electives so will
count for TWO of your elective choices.

Languages are year-long electives so will
count for TWO of your elective choices.

Students use Italian to communicate
and interact with each other to
access and exchange information,
express feelings and opinions,
participate in imaginative and
creative experiences, and design,
interpret and analyse a range of
texts and experiences. They learn to
use possessive, reflexive,
demonstrative and relative pronoun
forms. They use verbs and increase
their range of adjectives and
adverbs, comparatives and
superlatives. Students learn to
construct more extended texts by
using relative clauses and by relating
episodes in time. They use the
present perfect, imperfect and
future tenses, and begin using the
conditional tense. They explore
language variation and change,
noticing how intercultural
experience, technology, media and
globalisation influence language use
and forms of communication.
Students investigate links between
the Italian language and culture.

Students use written and spoken
Japanese to interact with peers, the
teacher and other Japanese speakers
to exchange information and
opinions about personal interests
and experiences. When collaborating
in shared tasks and activities, they
use set phrases and modelled
language to communicate in a variety
of situations and for different
purposes. Students ask and respond
to questions, using familiar language.
Students are expected to read and
write hiragana and katakana and will
further develop their knowledge of
kanji.
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Other
electives
Outdoor Education
Students will learn the skills and
knowledge to safely participate in
outdoor recreation activities and to
respect and value natural
environments. Students will develop
an understanding of human
relationships with nature through a
combination of practical experiences
in the outdoors and theory. They will
learn that outdoor environments
have become places of adventure,
relaxation, scientific study and
conservation.

Students will be expected to
participate in a range of outdoor
adventure activities including
cycling, water sports, bush walking
and overnight camping. It is
therefore essential that students are
physically capable of engaging in the
activities listed and are well aware of
what will be required. Camps and
excursions are a compulsory part of
the subject's assessment.
There is an additional cost for this subject.
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Other
electives
Psychology

Science Around Us

Psychology is commonly defined as
the scientific study of behaviour and
the mind. In this elective, students
are introduced to the key scientific
concepts in psychology which
provide a strong basis for future
understanding. The subject focuses
on bringing practical features of
psychology to life using hands-on
activities that provide students with
opportunities to conduct
experiments and test theories.
Research methods will also be
explored to stimulate critical
thinking.

Students will develop knowledge and
practical skills to help them excel in
VCE Biology, Chemistry, Physics and
Earth and Environmental Sciences.
Throughout the semester, students
will be completing extended practical
and research investigations for each
of the above areas, selecting from a
list of topics which they will explore
later in VCE.

The subject stimulates interest in
some popular occupational fields of
psychology such as:
Sport psychology - deals with the
physiological factors that
influence, and are influenced by,
participation in sport, exercise and
physical activity
Clinical psychology - the
prevention, diagnosis and
treatment of mental disorders and
psychological problems
Forensic psychology - specialised
area of psychology that examines
the legal and criminal justice
system

Throughout the semester, students
will undertake a series of extended
investigations, centred around the
connections to science in a real
world setting. For example:
The Chemistry of food, water and
beauty products
The Physics in the design of
amusement park rides
The Biology involved in diagnosing
disease.
Completing this subject will not only
immerse students into senior level
sciences but will also help establish
the fundamentals of those areas,
providing students with the
confidence and skills to successfully
complete one or more VCE Science
subjects.

